
Extracts pack 1: Polygamy 

Think about: What are the students doing in each extract? How do the extracts differ? Does one seem to a 

better quality discussion than the other? If so, why? 

 

 



Example 1: Small group 1 discussion in Stour Grammar 
 

[Turn 1] Speaker 2: “There’s two… there’s polyamorous and polygamous… Polygamous 
relationships, some are on the basis that people just like more than one person and they’re all 
OK with that, and then there’s the kind that there’s specifically a man and he feels like he has 
control as a right to have more than one wife and do with them as he pleases.”  
 
[Turn 2] Speaker 3: “Oh right OK.” 
 
[Turn 3] Speaker 2: “And that’s the one that’s traditional.” 
 
[Turn 4] Speaker 3: “So I appreciate that they should make it illegal for a man to like control and 
be abusive.” 
 
[Turn 5] Speaker 2: “Because it can often lead to abuse.” 
 
[Turn 6] Speaker 1: “It can often lead to a man and a woman, like having arranged marriages and 
stuff.” 
 
[Turn 7] Speaker 3: “But that’s still just as likely to happen in a normal relationship [Turn 8, 
Speaker 1: “Yes, I agree”] And I think saying it’s illegal isn’t necessarily going to stop someone.”  
 
[Turn 9] Speaker 2: “I think there are plenty of cases where there are healthy and nice 
polygamous relationships, where they just generally want to have more than one partner.” 
 
[Turn 10] Speaker 3: “If the government is trying to be secular then that is totally not in line with 
it. So I would understand it if they were trying to stick to one religious group, and they were like 
well the Church doesn’t agree with this so we’re not… if everything else is based on secular 
opinion I just don’t understand why…” 
 
[Turn 11] Speaker 2: “I feel like if it wasn’t illegal, more of the nice kind would emerge than the 
horrible one.” 
 
[Turn 12] Speaker 1: “And I also feel like the only thing you could say [Turn 13, Speaker 2: 
“because it’s not restricting others”] is that people could say that it’s warping children’s view on 
society and relationships and stuff and it could be damaging like that but then, that’s just based 
on our society, like a stereotypical British society…” 
 
[Turn 14] Speaker 2: “Decades ago you could have said the same thing about gay people, you 
know like when people might have said you can’t explain gay people to children, that was their 
perception of society.”  
 
[Turn 15] Speaker 1: “Yes, that is very true.” 

 
  



Example 2: Small group 2 discussion in Stour Grammar 

[Turn 1] Speaker 1: “I watched a TV programme about that once, and he had like 3 wives, and 
they didn’t like each other because they were jealous of the other wife, because he went out to 
dinner with one of the wives, and she was like, but that’s my husband [Turn 2, Speaker 2: “but 
that’s weird”] Yes, that is weird, and he had 3 kids with one of them, and two with the other 
one, and then the other one was pregnant.” 
 
[Turn 3] Speaker 3: “How would the children feel, like oh yeah, my dad has 3 wives?” 
 
[Turn 4] Speaker 2: “So I actually have like 3 mums and 4 dads!” 
 
[Turn 5] Speaker 1: “They have to call them all mum.” 
 
[Turn 6] Speaker 2: “Yeh, OK. [Reading] Changes to the UK benefits system means rules about 
polygamous relationships have been reviewed, whilst marriages themselves are not recognised 
in UK law, if a family is eligible for welfare benefits the system had to decide how to deal with 
the reality of a household with several wives, this has traditionally meant that the 2nd or 3rd 
wives have not been recognised as being legally married but they are eligible for benefit 
payments… changes are likely to treat these women as single women living in the same house 
as their family. I just think it’s weird, like, how could you, as a wife, process the idea that your 
husband doesn’t love you, like just you?” 
 
[Turn 7] Speaker 1: “Yes, like the women, I mean the man is Ok, I mean having more than one 
wife, I mean I’d love that [Turn 8, Speaker 2: “Yes, like I don’t want you today you are 
annoying!”] but the woman, how could you marry someone with that in your head?” 
 
[Turn 9] Speaker 2: “When you say a vow, it’s like I love you, only you and blah blah blah, and 
you’re like, actually that doesn’t really work because you’ve already got two wives. And they’re 
like ‘Oh I love you and you’re my best friend’ and like that is the whole point of a relationship, 
is for them to be your best friend and for you to love them, and it’s never going to…” 
 
[Turn 10] Speaker 3: “It’s just weird, I would never do that.” 
 
[Turn 11] Speaker 2: “Maybe that’s why it’s not legal? Because that would bring too many 
complications if it did become legal.” 
 
[Turn 12] Speaker 3: “But people still do it anyway.” 
 
[Turn 13] Speaker 2: “I feel like it’s fine if that’s their choice, as long as they’re not breaking the 
law, but I feel like it’s something that they’re like, this should become legal.” 
 
[Turn 14] Speaker 3: “I read this thing the other day, it was I went to my best friend’s wedding 
and I fell in love with her and now we’re in a 3-way marriage.” 
 
[Turn 15] Speaker 2: “Yeh, that was so weird.” 
 
[Turn 16] Speaker 3: “That was weird.” 
 
[Turn 17] Speaker 2: “There was just like a normal looking couple and then like another 
person.” 
 



[Turn 18] Speaker 3: “I just couldn’t cope. I don’t see how people think.” 
 
[Turn 19] Speaker 2: “It’s like one wife’s not enough, let’s get another one.” 
 
[Turn 20] Speaker 1: “So they’re all in the same house and they all have days when they go out 
on dates, so can you imagine sitting in the house, going like, my husband is on a date with the 
other woman, and also like the women don’t have a relationship, it’s just the man with the 
women.”  
 
[Turn 21] Speaker 2: “They’re not even friends. They probably had 3 different houses where 
they all had different houses.”  
 
[Turn 22] Speaker 1: “They had one house but they split it into like.” 
 
[Turn 23] Speaker 2: “Yes, that’s what I mean, so they all have, the women all have their own 
bedroom.” 

 
 


